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RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

These Foundation activity ideas have been developed 
to help students investigate and understand more about 
the Australian dairy industry. Teachers are provided with 
suggested activities for different learning areas within 
the Australian Curriculum that support the teaching of 
curriculum links through the theme ‘From Farm to Plate’. 

We encourage teachers to assess the needs of their 
class, adapting the content and activities accordingly. 
The activities provided aim to spark student curiosity 
and inspire them to generate their own questions to 
investigate. The activities can be used as stand alone 
teaching ideas, incorporated into an existing program 
or used to support other inquiry units and resources 
found on the Discover Dairy website.

Top tip – Use the Discover Dairy website to support 
the following activity ideas and learn more about dairy 
regions and farming.

Dairy.edu.au

http://www.dairy.edu.au
Dairy.edu.au
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ENGLISH ACTIVITY IDEAS

•	 Investigate the places where dairy farmers live and 
create a simple map. Students label their map and 
present it to the class or small groups.

•	 Explore stories, songs and rhymes about farms. 
Challenge students to retell the story individually 
or in small groups through play.

•	 Use images of dairy farms to discuss their features. 
Encourage students to explore unknown words to 
build their vocabulary.

•	 Use factual texts to find information about places 
on dairy farms. Jointly construct an informative text 
using the information learned.

•	 Model creating descriptive sentences using images 
and videos of dairy farms as stimulus.

•	 Encourage students to discuss real life experiences 
they might have had on a farm. What did they see, 
smell, taste, hear and feel?

Curriculum links – English

Language
Understand that texts can take many forms, can be very 
short (for example an exit sign) or quite long (for example 
an information book or a film) and that stories and 
informative texts have different purposes (ACELA1430)

Recognise that sentences are key units for expressing 
ideas (ACELA1435)

Understand the use of vocabulary in familiar contexts 
related to everyday experiences, personal interests 
and topics taught at school (ACELA1437)

Literature
Identify some features of texts including events and 
characters and retell events from a text (ACELT1578)

Retell familiar literary texts through performance, 
use of illustrations and images (ACELT1580)

Literacy
Listen to and respond orally to texts and to the 
communication of others in informal and structured 
classroom situations (ACELY1646)

Deliver short oral presentations to peers (ACELY1647)

Create short texts to explore, record and report ideas 
and events using familiar words and beginning writing 
knowledge (ACELY1651)

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acela1430
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acela1435
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acela1437
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acela1437
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acela1437
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acely1646
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acely1647
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acely1651
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SCIENCE ACTIVITY IDEAS

•	 Draw a dairy cow and label its external features.

•	 Explore a dairy farm and identify the different 
areas: e.g. pastures, milking shed, silos, milk vats, 
fences, ponds

•	 Investigate how dairy farmers care for their animals. 
As a class, brainstorm ideas and create a display.

•	 Model the creation of a food chain including sun, 
grass, cows and humans. Students label and illustrate 
the food chains, drawing comparisons with other farm 
animal food chains.

•	 Discuss how the weather might affect cows and 
other animals on a dairy farm. Students draw pictures 
that reflect what they think animals might need on 
different days depending on the weather e.g. a sunny 
day or a rainy day.

Curriculum links – Science

Biological sciences
Living things have basic needs, including food and water 
(ACSSU002)

Earth and space sciences
Daily and seasonal changes in our environment affect 
everyday life (ACSSU004)

Nature and development of science
Science involves observing, asking questions about, and 
describing changes in, objects and events (ACSHE013)

Processing and analysing data and information
Engage in discussions about observations and represent 
ideas (ACSIS233)

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acely1651
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acssu004
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acshe013
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=acsis233
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HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL  
SCIENCES ACTIVITY IDEAS

•	 Ask students to talk to members of their family to 
find out if any relatives or friends have ever owned 
or worked on a farm. If the student currently lives on 
a farm, ask them to find out how long the farm has 
belonged to their family.

•	 Use pictures and stories of farming families from the 
Discover Dairy website to tell their stories. Students 
identify things that they may have in common with 
members of the dairy family.

•	 Find a dairy farm on Google Earth and discuss where 
it is in relation to the school.

•	 Look at pictures and videos of dairy farms and 
discuss the importance of them. Talk about what 
people need to live on a farm.

•	 Ask students to think about what they might hear, 
see, smell and feel if they were to visit a dairy farm.

Curriculum links – Humanities 
and Social Sciences

History
Who the people in their family are, where they were 
born and raised and how they are related to each 
other (ACHASSK011) 

How the stories of families and the past can be 
communicated, for example, through photographs, 
artefacts, books, oral histories, digital media and 
museums (ACHASSK013)

Geography
The representation of the location of places and their 
features on simple maps and models (ACHASSK014)

The places people live in and belong to, their familiar 
features and why they are important to people 
(ACHASSK015) 

The reasons why some places are special to people, 
and how they can be looked after (ACHASSK017)

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=achassk011
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=achassk013
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=achassk014
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=achassk015
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=achassk017
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